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that so many men and women are skilled in spinning and occa-
sionally sit down to spin pleases me. I have not seen such skill
anywhere else in India. What men and women learn with effort
elsewhere, I found people doing naturally here. Just as people
generally have a separate dress for weddings, etc., as also separate
dresses for wearing at home and in the office, so also many people
have included khadi too in their wardrobe. There is hardly any
other part of India in which we shall see this.

Here I did not find a climate of opposition to khadi. The
No-changers and Swarajists both use khadi, some more some less.
I came across only three persons who said that the spinning-
wheel would not help, and they too were not leading men. Here
Moderates and extremists all use khadi a little more or a little less.

No other province can beat the slivers made here. No parti-
cles of dust and wool are ever found in them. In some places
cotton called devkapas is being used for spinning. This does not
need carding at all, nor ginning. The cotton easily comes out
when removed with the fingers; it is made into slivers by arranging
together the fibre-lengths and then spun into the finest yarn.
Another variety of cotton which is grown in the hills is of a very
inferior quality. Its fibres are extremely short, and it is not smooth.
This cotton certainly needs to be carded, but when that is done no
particles of dust and wool remain. The standard of its carding
is inferior but, since the people are accustomed to careful carding,
no one does the work in a slipshod manner. The yarn too which
we see in the market does not contain dust and wool particles.
It is rarely of a count under ten.
[From Gujarati]

Navajivan, 31-5-1925
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SANTINIKETAN,
Jeth Sud 8 {May 31, 1925]i

BHAISHRI DEVCHAND,

I have your detailed letter. I dare not do anything on my
own.- I am therefore sending your letter to Ramjibhai2. Let
him read and discuss it with you and then do what you all think
proper. We want somehow to fill Kathiawar with khadi and

1 From the postmark

2 Ramji Hansraj of Amreli